
Welcome to 2017 
Ballooning!

NSBC, Eclipse, USIP



Projected Schedule

EclipseUSIPNSBC

TBD 
(Feb/Mar?)

July June national 
practice launch!

(finished by May!)

No local launches
1 SpSt student



NSBC
• 11 payloads from 6 towns

• Fall 2016 launch postponed due to 
weather

• We are holding all team payloads and 
equipment

• TBD future launch

• Need to select date in advance for 
distributing email



USIP
PI – Jim Casler

Ron, Caitlin, Marissa 

Collaborations between the EE, 
AtSci, and SpSt departments

Launches scheduled for July



Eclipse

• August 21, 2017, 11:34 am MDT (launch 
time 10:14 am)

• Departing on August 17 (stay in TRNP)

• Idaho: Aug 18-22

• Lots of preparation required throughout the semester – we 
can do it!

• Mike and Denise will orchestrate operations, but this is a 
team effort 

• We are lucky to have great teamwork and ballooning 
experience 

• We need a headcount of students travelling with us to the 
launch. All are invited; all are encouraged to help this 
semester

• Campus testing, tethered launches, remote set up, practice 
fill, NSBC practice, etc.

• Mock scenarios! Tight schedules, interchangeable roles, “the 
sun won’t wait for us!”



6 hour drive

8 hour drive



3 RV sites
1 Shelter

4 nights



Payload Team

Ground 
Station

Video RFD (images) Cut-down Safety and 
Transportation

Power? Air Traffic on 
Eclipse Day

Launch 
Simulations

“what does
this team 
need?”

“what 
happens if 
it’s not 
working after 
we launch?”

“how are we
sampling 
images from 
the ground?”

Who’s 
emailing 
the site?

“what 
paperwork 
should we 
travel with?”

(just an example)

• RFD modem – Mike as lead
• Job assignments
• Schedule coordinators meeting
• Technical sessions after group 

meeting?
• Practice!!

To do:



Other

• 1/19/17 noon teleconference

• Ping-pong ball payload 
• Reaching out (Kerry Hartman –

Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College)

• Caitlin updates

• Other discussion points
• t-shirts?


