
High Altitude Balloon Meeting Minutes                                                          2/14/2018 
The UND High Altitude Ballooning team met in the Space Studies Conference Room on February 14, 

2018. The following were in attendance: 

• Caitlin Nolby 

• Marissa Saad 

• Denise Buckner 

• Peter Henson 

• Joseph Clift 

• Kyle Elliott 

 

• Devi Dinah 

• Rakesh Shankar 

• Kayla Daniels 

• Anamika 

• Sophie Orr 

• Taren Wang

The third official meeting of the 2018 spring semester was held starting at 12:30 PM. The meeting 

featured Derek Gosselin from the UND Safety Department, giving a safety seminar on compressed gas 

tanks. 

The purpose of the meeting was to 

1. Show students the precautions and dangers of working with highly pressurized tanks.  

2. Have Mr. Gosselin give us guidance on how we should handle our helium tank operations. 

Derek highlighted some key points, pertinent to our ballooning team’s helium operations: 

• Check the safety datasheet (SDS) for any technical concerns on any equipment 

• Utilize the label on the equipment itself. These labels can serve as “mini-safety datasheets” 

• Never use the equipment, especially the helium tanks, if you are not trained on its operations 

• Never try to make mechanical connections to the helium tank that it is not designed for 

• When removing the regulator, keep the tank between you and the regulator 

• Do not roll or drag the tanks  

• Keep the tanks out of the sun and hot temperatures 

• Ensure, if using a cart, that the cart has the ability to chain the tank to the cart securely 

• Use an insulating material to keep the tanks off the floor during storage 

Action Items:  

• Call AirGas about the allowable negative operating temperatures for the helium/helium tanks 

• Install block of wood in helium tank storage area to keep tanks off the floor 

The next meeting will be next Wednesday at 12:30 PM. The meeting ended at 1:15 PM. 


